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. human rights in the
;ﬂ__ media

‘By Dr Marwan Al Asmar
Managmg Editor of Amman-based English weekly, The Star, a sister
newspaper - of Ad Dustour Arabic daily

Whlen you think of refugees, the role of the media does not
imrjn;_:'diz:x;cl‘:y come to mind. When you talk about refugees or the

. creation of a refugee problem, ou immediately think of the politics
of the situation, of people on th: move, of displacement, of what to
do about the refugees and how they've come to lose their homelands.

For pol'itic.'i.uu., it besameas o Auactinn nf trying tn enlve the prahlem
and for -gocial workers and non-governmental crgenizations, who are

on the ground it becomes a “siiuational issue” of what to do with
rctugq:ca ‘and how to provide thim with tood and shelter, For panple

in 'thga media, it becomes a question of reporting on the refugees and
their ‘developing situation. For them, refugees become a "human-
disaster”, a news-worthy story to report on.

Hchfvé:xl, tge clativualip bLetwoon the refugee issuc und the

communication system or systeris is not apparent as it might be. The
creation of refugees and how t> deal with them wherever they

. maybe in the world, is unfortujately regarded as any other story to
- be ifeported and covered. '

While the extent of reporting depends on the scale of the refugee
problem and how fong it contirues to exist, nevertheless, it is
essentially treated by media makers, whether in newsprint,
television or radio, as “just ancther story”, and just maybe lo cover

0,

Spothghtmg refugees and



o= thetramifications: and possible implications of a.refugee .cituation i

aity! other part vl ie globe. -
:'Andﬂ"l:lehjée lies the refugee-media problematic. The relationship must
. Abccagr'réc:'fstrong, dialectical and e¢ven cemented, the later—the
" qbﬁ_fﬁhﬁf'cdtion'-System‘—scrving the other in a way that is beneficial
“to 'éfpgé’es; ‘highlighting their plight and be there to help put an end
to their sufferings.

. The. éfa"‘cademic . angle

The .role. of the media-in any social formation is problematic. Like any
diséipiiné such as politics, economics, sociology, psychology and so
fortlhthc mredia has its own purameters and definitions. Similar to
the |other. social science disciplire it too safeguards its own area of
interest - whether it isin the fieid of journalism, radio and television.
_However, by: the same token, and unlike other disciplines what

L CHUraGWEIZes the meds 18 18 Uoreadih of Knowledge™,

Be auise, it 1s concerned with communications, its interest is wide. Its
tolg is to overlook or look into all the other arcas of life or
dis‘ip-lir_ies._ Hence the media is interested in politics, sociology,

eco b;nics,' psychology, individual beliefs and behavior, in a word,
informatics, which means all' news which affect people’s lives and is
about’ what is happening in -the world around us.

Thijs-fies the problematic hetwzen the “media and communications”
on jthe one hand and all the other disciplines on the other. Again, this
is why there is a methodology and epistemological problematics. It is
rclate_;d to the fact the media is an all “encampassing™ concept that
simply deals with providing information, of whatever exists, to the
public. The New York Times motto, at the top of its masthead mighi

be |argued - with when it characterizes itself as concerned with “all
news a1 fic w prim™.

' ®
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wou

d :‘?bi-,;'dqnc by governments 0 rectify the situation on human

rights and refugees in different countries around the world,

‘Whil

¢ the refugee-media relations is not immediately intrinsic, the

.“spr?admg factor” of the media has always been there simply
'bccausc retugees and their problems have been with us for a long

time

and the fact that the problom, has been extenuated especially in

the 20th ccnturv onwards. It is rather ironic that in the age of the

natio
any |

The!
boun

n- statc there has been mor: refugees created than probably
other time in history.

creatton of the nation-state and the drawing up of territorial
d&rlcs has been one factor for the mass exodus around the

world._In; the Middle East, the establishment of Isracl in 1948,
xc*:u-[ted-in the expulsion of aroind 780,000 Palestinian refugees. In
: ;othcr countries like in Africa, the creation of the state across
A-hapljnaza;d territorial boundaries by the colonial powers upset the
tribal: and ethnic system in that continent and lead to mass violence
and_cy‘en‘ civil war like what happened in Nigeria in the 1960s.

In this n,spcct the media can pliy a crucial role in highlighting the
refugee .and human rights issuc which does have an interwoven
frclauonshlp, One can simply say “refugees are created and then their
ihum'a_n; fiights are violated.,” At cne level however, they are two sides
‘of the same coin. Experts and theoreticians of international law and
.interational relations would simply argue human rights violations
are be;inf'g committed when peopic are made into refugees. The idea

-of
‘ove

naking ‘people mto refugees hecause of political violence or the
throw. of one regime by another is a violations of personal and

'-collsctiv:é rights.

Com

munications in today’s fast noving world can play a very

“important role in highlighting the extent of the issue, its implications

and

far-reaching developments. They do that not because they have

a spcial standing or because of higher socictal values for which they

bel ilc

ve they arc the guardians of. No, they do it because of its

o
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“nTws wortny valuc and its interest to the public. It is because of

what the media is supposed to e all about; of informing people of
wh t-is zomg oni in the world. As the importance of the iscue
increases as in war for instance, the media focus increases as a result.

| Injtoday’s world of satellite ani cable television, where you have 24-
© T r,_nmx.Lp__x_h_fa_n_u:.a!o_, reportere and amchors often Lomluand us will

: replctmvc news, bringing in to ‘he television swdios all sorts of

. eX] crrs to- dwell on, ‘provide opinion and analysis on a particular
pcnmg Oor event.

intgrested in covering “disaster related” issues. In some respects, this
might be true because the media, of whatever form has a touch for

? thj controvcrsml and sensationzl, something which would be - read,
list ned to and heard by everycne. Others may say this is what the

- 10l of the media is all about: Covering issues, providing information
on [the latest happenings in the world. 1t is unfortunate that

- dis; sters, carthquakes, refugees, human rights violations take a good

por ion‘of news reporting, but ir. a way, it is a reflection of the world,
socjety .and -social formations we are living in.

S { %s often cvmcally said newsoapermen and cameramen are only

But in thc final analysis, going after “disaster-related” issues might

not| be &l that bad.. If its done objectively, its reflective tone, the
LR u;guuug, Yiotue pluvieiil viings tocus L0 1L I e nope 11 woulda

force governments or even suci international organizations as the
Unﬁtcd Nations o act and try aid do something about it.

Dcspltc the advance and increase of technology, the world has
bccome a cruel place in the 200h century and beyond. The creation of
refu gees has -been beset by poltical violence, violations of human
rights: and ‘the introduction of rew terms and terminology such as
“ethnic ‘eleansing”, something which happened in Bosnia in the early
19905 and other places.
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Unfortundtely or not as the case maybe, all these problems or issues
:havg ;‘r;eébrne ‘a fertile breeding ground for the media. Newspapers,
:radivia,‘ "tef-lcvision have tlaking it uvpon themselves that their role is to
;nform thc pubhc and provide mformation of certain events and
situ tions.” As far as this is concerned, managers have taken it upon
ftherlselves to send their reporters to what they term “trouble spots”
or “ ot SpOtb simply because it is news that needs to be reported

and |10 tell the public about whar is happening in this and that area of
the tworld.

Problems of definitions

;Howeﬁer;,f.the'r.e 15 a .problem of raethodology in all this. The title of
the :piapér: on the role of the media is problematic in itself because it
icarr €s a certain set of assumption about the fact that ncwspapers,
‘ ;tc-]cvnsxon and radio do have a mle in helping to encourage the
. _;resp ct for human rights and highlighting refugees issue.

'The%/ may do and they may don't but this may not be the issue at all.
. ;PcrcTcpnons and various lines of thinking would probably be very
different because of the line of work that is involved. Media planners
and iﬁaﬁaset-e. may not perceive the problem in the qame wa}lr a8
‘acadeinics siting in (it ivuiy towers or practitioners in the fiold of
;aidijné_ ﬁp'fu-ge'es or organizaliuns thal campaign for human rights and

"are {trying to find a solution to i1he prahlem ar try tn alleviate it.

‘It i5-rather different from the role of communicators. For journalists,
-the 1“methodélogy™ if it can be :alled, is the “news-worthy” value-that
‘15 involved which means geuwiup the sty in the fastest way poasible

and bloadcastmg it to thc world This is how the media works. It is
“on spccd and getting to broaderst or write and punlish the “‘story™

bcicb;e ,:a_nybody else does.

"Du\'.auuau 'vf the modia vonglumerations thut axicte t~day right ‘arrece

the | world, there is a cut-throa competition between different

- _neWSpapcrs. radio stations and of course sateilites who have become

(6)
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embroiled in the politics aad economic of the information tcchnology
industry and of course thic means making big money and busmess

But there are pitfalls and ¢ heavy. price in getting the swry, a prxce
which may not be material at all, but has to do with the harsh
environments, whether in parts of Africa, South-East Asia," h
Middle East, parts of Europe or South America. .

In these places it maybe ve ry difficult to get the “story” on. tlme Thc
“quickness” could very wel' be delayed because of the lack of vxablc
communications, hence the efficiency, the objectivity of the !
information and ultimately producing a “truthful” piece of the
situation could be hampered because of circumstances beyond the
control of journalists or ev:n media organizations. Although, it might
be difficult to belicve, in today’s fast moving technology, the story or
the piece of information or news could very well be dated by the
time it is published or even aired.

This actually raises amother issue which is the fact that the’
international media today has become much more concéntratéd and
powerful, controlled by few hands like CNN, BBC and CNBC whmh

have the ability to channel the news according to their pcrccptlons
This also means the big media companies have the ability to ;
dominate the news at the ¢xpense of the smaller companies. CJIth in -
the West or in less developing countries which most of the tu‘ne rely
on international wire news agencies like Reuters, Associated Prcss or
Agence France Presse. |

And in another respect, the goals of the media men and the rehcf
agencies working with refugees could be different still. Even whcn
they cover wars, refugees o1 the move or even political klllmgs and
mass civilians murder, which happened in the Bulkans and Rwa.nda
in the 1990s, the “media momentum” tend to have a short lifé-span.
After & while coverage tencs to increase in minuscule pcntlons and
the international media loses interest.

@
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Of course, this varies according to the scale of the conflict and who is
in the driver's seat. By that it is meant, how important is Whé;t is

happening or the conflict in terms of its relationship to .thcfregion or
international or superpower politics. These often influence " the type
of media toverage, what ty concentrate on and what to do}vﬁplay. _

The media hence becomes a two-edged sword.

During the 1990/91 Guif crisis, the international media kept Zthc
spotlight on Traq, its invason of Kuwait and the war prcpa:i-at;ions in
Saudi Arabia led by the United States who were gcuin'g:rga;dyi to hit
Iraq. The country wag painted as a menace to the whole rcgidn and’
its regime was also preparng to invade Saudi Arabia, Saddam
Hussein was painted as g blood thirsty dictator who had, de_sig;m on
the area, o

On the regional dimension, and something that was also pi'ckcd ~up. by
the international news agencies, was the waves upon wa?vesf‘bjf what
was being termed as displaced persons. They were the pcoplef

leaving Kuwait and ending up inside the Jordanian border. In E-.thc
initial months, Iraq’s invasion was being painted in the mé_di_a as 2
“humanitarian disaster” affecting millions of people. Of course this .
Situation and its hype by th: media was “good politics” for the: United -
States and her allies to star: a war against Iraq and force that
country out of Kuwait. |

Similarly in the 1999 NATO war on Serbia, the mcdia-makefs fk.e-pt
beaming a carefully worked out plan as to why they were -g,etrfing '
themselves into the conflict, International politics dictated lhat the
international media should te controiled to ensure the objectives of
NATO were going according to plan, |

As opposed 10 this, media interest in the present Intifada yvﬁich
began at the end of Septemer 2000 had started to wane soon .after,
and that included Arab satellite channels, Their coverage was top in
the beginning but it gradually went down in the initia| months Eof the
Intifada and latter on, despite the facr the uprising continued’ toz rage,
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and the Palestinian had nct politically got what they wanted which is
statehood. -

But two things can be said about that: First, it is not the role of the
media to fight for political aspirations on behalf of the “other”,
although this is done especially in countries like the Uriited States
were the media is controlle by the Zionist lobby ( which is a
different thing altngether). Second, the apan and thc ru::;.ll'_a deUS' 1§
deemed to be made by professional managers in media’ organizations
which dictate the level and type of coverage they should be given.
Unfortunately however, the media professionalism hecomes ;
interwoven with political (uestions and objectives. S

However, this raises another point which is that of “pressur_ie"% both
within the organization and outside. Mostly, this would be _pol_iti-czil .
but it can be economic as well and it becomes a question of attitudes,
behavior, perception and th: general way of thinking, Bgcausei of
pressure the prevailing issue might becomec of not rocking the! boat
too much, and of not saying; 100 many things which—might bc sj_jeen as
offensive or against the interast of one party and aavtlics. 50 in a
way, the media organizatioa become “redirecred” through: S‘orﬁcthing

that becomes an internal mechanism and filters down to different
aspouts as lihc wlal lINg o (ake, what to concentrate on ‘and what 1o

leave out. Of course all these questions are taken by what. media - _
Mmanagers regard ac being niade in the inerexi of "nr:nfpee:rr\rW{iﬂrH",
informing the public and even of public taste,

Awareness aspect

Despite all this media “politicking”, and despite what we said azbovc.
one wonders whether there sn’t a “socializing and an awareness”
role to ail this. Media ¢Xperts say on the contrary because'the: media
is involved in providing news and information, it is very :much!
involved in the “awareness” aspect of a particular issue or an c_?vent.

: .



And hence, it becomes very important to highlight issues like human
rights and refugees because it would make governments and people
more aware of what js happening. In the ares of human rights,
bringing out syeh issues would make governments pay greater heed
o respect them or at least not to violate them,

In thic regard, the juediy his come 1o pPlay a vital role in all parts of
the world, the Arab region and Jordan included. Despite restrictions, -
newspapers, television and radio have come to play a vital role
across the region and in many Arab states in tackling a multitude of
issues that included human rights, their Status and aspects and 1 fair,
some would say g large amount of coverage on the Palestinian issue,
basically the Intifada.

The concentratinn af nawe VRTINS es v fudcadd Uy Argp '
satcllitcsnspanning from the Arab Gulf, to Nomdrafrica and wincluding
thoee in Bahraiy, Owan, Kuwait, Aby Dhabi, Dubai, Saudi Arabia,
Jordan, chanon, Syria, EEY[!. Lihyn, 'l"'uni:ia. Algeria and Mutocen-——
kas inevitably fghlighted the Palestinjan issue and its ramifications,

These include the politics of Israeli OCCupation of the Palestinian
territories, the need 1o find a solution for the Palestinian problem,
the issue of refugees and theijr repatriation, the question of
Jerusalem and its Arab charicter, the tiny technical but essential
details of landg, water, territo-y, people, and so on.

All these aspects were “re-h.ghlighteq” by the Arab media through
their coverage of the Intifads, which as T said before was extensive
especially in the initial montts of the Intifada. To & certain, and some
would say 10 a large degree, the media has continued o provide
coverage of the uprising and of the issues involved. Over the past 18
months much talk has developed over the question of refugees and
the right of return, Indeed, (iege have become major stumbling blocs
in the initjal dialogue between the Palestinians ang Israelis.

(i
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After nearly two years of the uprising, the extent of the coverage has
become neither here nor there. As the masg Protests continued,
lntifada Coverage has followed in a pendulum-like fashion, golng up
and down, depending on the cxtent of the “killings” or the violence
on the Palestinian territories, In many ways however, the media has
played its role in making people moic aware of the Palestiniun jssye
and the need to find a4 solution for their rights.

Although these rights had already existed in people's minds,
especially in the Arab street, but come the Intifada and the extent of
the coverage, they were “rattled,” “regurglitated”, “reawakened”,
“renergized,” ang brought to the forefront in one fui SCOOp as it were.
The Arah media, especially the satellites, like the LBC, Al Mustaqbal,
the Abu Dhabj Satellite Channel, Al Jazira, Bahrain television, stuck in

And from this point of view, and regardless of the “momentary”
elements which pervade over media work, and mentioned in brief,
above, the media, succeeded in providing an “awsreness” role of the
media. In the Arab world, the pictures of Palestiniang demonstrating
and carrying coffins of people being shot on daily basis by Israeli
soldiers wag very emotional for the man-in-the-street. For the Arab
decision-maker, it brought into realization that » solution must Lo
founda to the Palestinian issue and an end to Israeli accupation,

The Intifada, also provided food for thought for the international
media who were also beaming pictures whether through satellite or
in print of Palestinians being shot on g daily basis. Unlike the
pictures provided by Arab satellites which were essentially for an
Arab audience, the international satellites like the CNN, BBC or
Satellite channels iq French, Spanish, German, Italian were also
having an effect on the larger audiences around the world.

@
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brought to bear on the overall socio-ecconomic set up for change to
come about.

Hence, in the case of the Palestinians, the media, and regardless of its
ultimate objectives, can only do so much. It has to be supplémente_d ‘
by other say political factors, which have the ability to make:
decisions and to create new factors on the ground. In the end, it must
be politicians, political systems, leaders, governments that -must have
the ultimate power to affect change rather than medija. ‘
However, the media, which is itself composed of different news ,
processes, have become part of a whole range of a widen'ing “cultural
institutions” that may itself pressure for change in any civil society.:
The mcdia, does affect change in attitndes und these inevitably filter
down to the ordinary news watchers, writers, intellectua{s,:irhage—
makers, grass-root institutions and cultural societies that _niay in turn
push for change on many different levels.

The question of refugees, human rights, democratization, freedom of -
speech and s0 on have become part of the dialogue and the- language
spoken by these cultural institutions, whether in Jordan, regionally -
or on the international level. This is because these issues have come
to be part and parcel. as well ac affecting the course of thcse socictics
and how they are developing, '

Jordan as an example

Jordan is no exception to this. The course of its development, opening

up as well as its experiment with democracy have called upon:_ the

Kingdom, to establish a dialogue regarding these issues whether they

be on the societal or government levels. '
L

As the democratization process set in after 1989, so did the -cduntry's

potitical, ccomomiv and social Institutions, Un the ground, t'hc_reg

developed a more relaxed atmosphere in dealing with issues gnd
topics in the media previously regarded as taboo. Officials. cdme to
'

(3



argue that with democratization in place, all subjects became
considcred fair play, '

In the mecdia, the same was likewise. Although, and as the 19:‘903
continued there developed funius of restrictions on the press
instituted by—variouy temporary 1EWS,THE " atmosphere generally,
became more relaxed. In the English press in Jordan—IJordan fl"imes

and the weekly The Star—the press ceiling was higher still with the:
taoleling ul anany aubjecty, ponucal, economic and social. :

Generally however, coverage of the both Arabic and English p:rcss, as
well as radio and television become much more forthright than in the

period before 1989. By the same token the media came tn handla
eomes it lwinan aights, ana s violation if it takes place, with a

more robust approach. More human rights organizations wcre (set up

whose purpose has become to speak on the subject and to press for .
more freedoms and individua! libortioo, ‘

In the wea of the press, much freedom developed through the 1993
Press wnd Puullcadons Law where much weeklies came to.be :

established and started to be published an a variety of subjocts. The.
situation still exists today, however, as the 1990s ebbed to thcé new
millennium more restrictions came (o be passed by different

governments who came to argue that the press were not stickitjxg to -
the spirit of the 1993 law and “abusing” their freedoms. '

It would be wrong to say this was untrue for new restrictions came
to be passed through different laws and enshrined through the
existing Penal Code. Just as there were press freedoms in the 1990s, -
the government argued they were respounsibilities which journalists
especially from the weekly press were abusing and some were?
imprisoned. :
Against this background however, there was still quite a lot of |
leeway for reporting and coverage for the press. The issue of hjuman ;

@
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rights and its violations frequently came in the news, particularly in
the print media.

But aside from violations, human rights seminars, workshops,
symposia were quite frequently reported. In u way, the coverage
represented the changing trends and attitudes as opened up! by the
new democratization process. The newspapers, especially the dailxes.
came to be filled by such reports about the seminars and workshops
concerning the need for “educating” people about their: human rights
as well as the need for official institutions to uphold human rlghts

Tt was all in the spirit of the new cra of parliamentary dcnjiograc»y',
the existence of parliament as rcpresented by its two houses (the
Lower and Upper Houses) as well as the rule of law, Parha,menta.ry
clections held in 1989, 1993, 1997, added to the new atmospherc of
openncss that wuas beginning to take place.

It should be rcmembered this was the era of globalization, -and
Jordan was going full thrust in a world that was being opened up
internationally. A lot of what was happening inside the cm;mtry was.
part of Jordan’s relations with various global mstltutxons “arotind. the ;
world. Jordan's entry into World Trade Organizations, its: rclatlonshtp
with the United States and its med-partenariat agreement ;with
Europe all demanded that the country take specific <;tances on lssues
like human rights, democracy and respect for rule of law:

As a result, and internally, the media industry was bl}lrggopiﬁ_g and
developing than any other time in history inspite of and because of
the apparent contradictory trends that Jordan was going ,tlilr'ough.
Democracy, parliament, government restrictions, Openil;‘lg‘,ui) to the
world and grass-roots development appeared to serve'a ;ejal_f ground
for a vibrant sociecty where changes, and “stop-go” developments |
where taking place on all levels in society.

Concentrating on the question of refugees was another development
in the press. Bearing in mind Jordan hosts the greatest number:of
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refugees in the region put at 1.6 million people scattered jn camps all
over the Kingdom, it has a direct interest in reaching 2 solution of ‘the
issue.

The press dealt with it likewise. Since the 1990s was the | penod of
the peace process, Jordan had to make sure that whatcver. solutxon
that was reached internationally was not at the expense of the
Kingdom. Therefore a comprehensive solution had to be reached that
included settling the status of refugees whether in Jordan 0r :
anywhere else in the region including Syria and Lebanon.

Newspapers had to tread very carefully when it reported on the
issue. And hence, the on-going problem, created soon after’ 1948
when the first camps were built and after 1967, became paz}t' of a
wider solution of the peace process. The media did play an’
“awarcness™ role, but it was a role not specifically designed for the

pcople in the country, for they new about the Palestinian t:'ef'l_lg;:es
and the status of the camps. I

No, it was a role for the dignitarics, leaders and presidents: "who cémé _
to visit the Kingdom to show them the plight of the rcfugees and thc C
need to provide a solution for them of which rcpatrlanon to their
original lands, would be essential.

The “awarcness” role continued to be played with the. Department of
Palestinian Affairs in the Foreign Ministry orgunizing VISIIS to
varioue camps in the Kingdom in an effort 1o write anuf them m

newspapers to press the fact that their must be a solut:pn 10 cndmg
their plight. ' -

Many camps in their dilapidated state continued to be shown,
rcported on und covered. In The Star for instance, thei-e w:he: ;m;;an}r 'a_'
report and feature articles written, highlighting the _status ; and _ “
conditions of refugees together with interviews of pcoplc who have
been forced out of Palestine a long time ago and their, dqarcst. wish is.
to see their villages before they die. E o

/6]



1 parucula uuu' dud ale playluy vy a.oic,‘ln highlignsing rvr‘usuu
and human rights issues and the need to do something about them.
However, and as stated above, the media remains one p;ari :‘of_f éociety_;
they can only bring focus and spotlight an issue. Its solution liés
elsewhere, principally in politics and other areas of social life.

e wyariived svr sle o "-'"J,;' L PR Y [T o T Airprvensnrns .q_f‘ lt‘.gﬁ;s—uﬂd e,

Loptuced (rersons: Legiyliation, Proicciton cand Pracéica, - :_18 July,
2002, Center uof Refugecs, Displaced Persons and Forced Migration,
Yarmouk. University.
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Palestinian Emigration from Lebanon to Northern Europe :

Transnational Migratory Networks and New Pattern of Solidarity.

M. K. Dorai

Palestinians in Lebanon are one of the most important Palestinian community living in the
Middle East, with nearly 350,000 refugees according to UNRWA figures. Most of them
arrived in 1948, and more than 50% still live in one of the thirteen refugee camps
administrated by the United Nation Relief and Work Agency for Palestine Refugees in the
Near East (UNRWA), while an important number lives in informal gatherings. The
Palestinian community have faced several difficulties since their arrival in Lebanon. First,
legal restrictions concerning working permits, construction, international mobility, access to
social welfare and education. Second, they have suffered from the Lebanese civil war (1975-
1991} and Israeli invasions of 1978 and 1982 (Al-Natour, 1997; Sayigh, 1994). Since the
1980's about 100,000 Palestinians hav: emigrated from Lebanon to the Gulf countries and
Northern Europe, mainly Germany, Sveden and Denmark. Migration have to be considered
not only as forced, but also as the result of new forms of transnational solidarity between the

different scattered Palestinian communities. This paper aims to demonstrate how refugee

communities, like Palestinians, but al:o Kurds or Eritrean', use their social capital (i.e.

solidarity networks) in order to adapt o new situations with strong constraints, and develop

new forms of transnational solidarities.

This paper is structured as follows. First, I examine the different stages of Palestinian

emigration from Lebanon from the 1970's to nowadays. Second, I explore the mechanism that



sustain this mobility, based on the setti 1g of migratory networks between the two areas. This
work is primarily based on fieldwork study in Lebanon, especially in the Tyre region, and in

Sweden, as well as interviews with Palestinian refugees in those two areas.

1. The Four Main Stages of Palestinian Emigration from Lebanon.

1.1 The analytical framework,

Seteney Shami (1993) notes that in the Middle East the distinction between Jforced migration
and voluntary migration is not relevaat. The author raises that "displacement often leads to
labor migration as a coping strategy”. Palestinian emigration is a good illustration of this
situation. First, their situation in Lebanon results from their refugee status after their expulsion
from their homeland in 1948. Then, wa', economic difficulties, and legal discrimination have
lead them to emigrate in order to find ajob,a refuge, or a stable juridical status in Europe.
Their mobility have passed through thre s forms : (1) the first two waves, in the 1960's and the
beginning of the 1970's. can be consicered as more or less as labour migration, (2) the third
wave that took place between the 1982 Israeli invasion of Lebanon and the War of the Camps
(1985-1987), is clearly made of asylur1 seekers looking for safety in a third country, and (3)
the fourth wave that began in the early 1990, is mainly constituted by illegal "refugee —

migrants” to Europe.

1.2 A few primo-migrants in the 1960's.

' Those two communities have been studied respctively by Isabelle Rigoni and Khalid Koser,



During this first stage a few dozens o ”Palestinian students came in Sweden, from Lebanon,
but also from Syria and Jordan, to complete their professional training. This mobility resulted
from a co-operation between UNRW.\ and Swedish companies like Volvo. A part of them

stayed in Sweden (Assar, 1995).

1.3 The development of emigration in th: 1970's : from refugees to guest workers ?

For a large number of Palestinians cannot find a job in Lebanon, because of legal restriction
on the Lebanese labour market, a grop of refugees have entered Western Europe, via East-

Berlin, and asked for the refugee stat1s in Germany. Most of them obtained it and settled in

West Germany.

1.4 The mass arrival of asylum seekers during the 1980'.

The Israeli invasion and the War of the camps have displaced thousands of Palestinians inside
Lebanon, and a part of them have scarch for asylum abroad. Sweden and Denmark have
opened their boundaries to most of th:m. Today, about 15,000 Palestinians lives in Sweden,

and nearly 20,000 are settled in Denmark (Dorai, 2000).

1.5 The development of illegal migration in the 1990's.

At the end of the 1980's most of the Iuropean countries have closed their boundaries to the
refugees. Nevertheless, a large number of Palestinians from Lebanon wished to emigrate.
Four main reasons have led to the development of illegal migration : (1) the end of the civil

war in Lebanon have increased the discrimination of the Palestinian community in the



political and economical sphetes, (2) the Oslo agreement did not give any solution, nor any
perspective, to the 1948 refugees, (3) the economical situation in Lebanon is getting worth
since 1993, and (4) Palestinians are competing with Syrian and Egyptian workers on the
labour market. In absence of the implementation of their right of return, Palestinians from
Lebanon then search for a better econoraical situation, a real legal status, and a country where
they can build a "normal" life for th:ir children. Europe is considered by most of them as

good solution.

2. Migratory Networks and Transnational Solidarity Networks : the Resources Used by

Palestinian Refugees.

Compared to the high rate of migrants in the Palestinian community from Jordan, those living
in Lebanon where less mobile until the 1980's. Nowadays, more than 25% of the Palestinians
from Lebanon live abroad. What are the mechanisms that lead to this mass emigration ?
Thomas Faist (2000) proposes an intzresting theoritical framework, using network analysis
and the use of transnational resources, in order to understand how do migration take place.
Two levels of analysis must be tak:n into consideration, the macro-level (economical,
political and legal environment in th: departure and host countries) and the meso-level (the

migrants’ networks). How do local notworks are developed in a transnational space through
migration ?

2.1 The political, legal and economical ‘actors (macro-level).

Palestinian emigration from Lebanon must be analysed at the macro-level in order to

understand  push and pull factors that d termine the migratory flows. A special attention must



be put on push factors like war, legul status, house destruction, internal displacement. All
those elements are often cited by refug:es in the interviews to explain why they left Lebanon.
Destination countries have not been :hosen by refugees. Attitude of those countries toward
asylum seekers, and especially Palest nian refugees, is a determinant factor. For instance,
Palestinians have "easily" found refuge in Sweden and Denmark from 1982 to 1987. At the
present time, push factors can explain partially the high rate of illegal migration, for the

economic and political situation is very difficult for Palestinian refugees in Lebanon.

2.2 Migratory networks and transnatior.al solidarity networks (meso-level).

If the 1982 Israeli invasion has set off alestinian emi gration from Lebanon, it cannot explain
its duration and its amplitude. How can Palestinian refugees, deprived from passport and
financial resource manage to leave their country of residence and enter Western Europe ? My
research in south Lebanon have revealed the following. Palestinian refugees in Lebanon have
reconstruct in the refugee camps and in the informal gatherings the pre-1948 systems of
solidarity based on village and family networks. Those networks, developed at a local scale,
are turned into transnational networks of solidarity by migrant communitics, building bridges
between Palestinians in Lebanon and abroad. The resources (i.e. social capital, money,
information on the destination countrv, legal constraints or opportunitics, etc...) ¢irculate
through those networks, linking pot:ntial migrants to Palestinians settled in Europe. It
facilitates their mobility, in a context oi high legal constraints in Europe, and lack of financial

resource in Lebanon,
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